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Cockburn Crab Fishery — Adjournment Debate 
Hon JON FORD: This will be a shock to the government. I also bring to the house’s attention that the Minister 
for Fisheries has done a pretty good job—that got government members’ attention, did it not?—in regard to the 
Cockburn crab fishery. This is a very fragile fishery that has shown, because it collapsed a few years ago, how 
sensitive it is to the different vagaries that impact on that fishery. Of course, Cockburn Sound is a big 
recreational area and has a lot of commercial shipping. It has the odd bit of pollution and suffers from outfall 
from the population just because of its proximity to the coast. It is one of the few spawning grounds for pink 
snapper. The measures that the minister has brought in by reopening the crab fishery are good measures, because 
he has struck a pretty good balance in regard to the commercial catches while reducing them, reducing the 
season, increasing the carapace sizes, protecting the breeding stock and the catches there, and also allowing 
Western Australians to go in there for a catch and a feed in a traditional way for Christmas. I therefore 
congratulate the minister on his response to that. However, the main thing that needs to be drawn to the attention 
of the house is that these small fisheries very easily collapse unless we do not have our eye on the ball. We all 
impact on these fisheries. All of us who go to the beach, everything we throw down the sink and everything we 
wash down in our gardens or place in our gardens impact on these fisheries. It is very important to be aware of 
and to protect these coastal fisheries, particularly ones that are surrounded by a large population of people. I told 
the minister that I was going to congratulate him. He needed to be in another place so he has missed out on that 
opportunity, but I am sure that he can read Hansard. 
 


